Instructions to authors
General Information
The International Journal of Medical Microbiology publishes reviews,
mini-reviews, original articles, and case reports covering the following
areas:
1. Pathogenicity mechanisms of bacteria, fungi and protozoa
2. Microbial gene regulation
3. Ecology and taxonomy of microbes
4. Genome structure and gene transfer of pathogens
5. Genomics/proteomics/transcriptomics
6. Role of host factors in infection
7. Cellular microbiology
8. New antimicrobials and resistance mechanisms
9. Clinical microbiology and new diagnostic tools
10. Molecular epidemiology
Submissions
All manuscripts must be written in clear and grammatically correct
English. The text of the manuscript must be provided in Microsoft
Word format. Submit illustration files separately from text files. Files for
full color images must be in a CMYK color space. All illustration files
should be in TIFF or EPS formats. Journal quality reproduction will
require greyscale and color files at resolutions yielding approximately
300 dpi. Bitmapped line art should be submitted at resolutions yielding
600–1200 dpi. For detailed information on artwork instructions, please
refer to http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions. Any comments for
the editor, e.g. a statement outlining the basic findings of the paper and
their significance, requests to exclude some individuals from the review
process, or suggestions for up to four competent reviewers (including
e-mail address) can be submitted via the respective “Comments to the
Editor” text field during online submission. Manuscripts should be
submitted online at:
http://ees.elsevier.com/ijmm/
There are no submission fees or page charges.
Manuscripts are accepted for review on the understanding that the
same work has not been published, that it is not under consideration
for publication elsewhere, and that its submission for publication has
been approved by all of the authors and by the appropriate authority
at the institution where the work was carried out. Authors must verify
the wording of any cited personal communication with the persons
who supplied the information and obtain approval for the use of their
names in connection with the quoted information or for the citation
of unpublished work.
Organisation of manuscripts
1. Length: Illustrations and tables should be kept to the minimum
necessary for understanding of the article.
Mini-reviews should be no longer than ten typewritten pages
(DIN A4) excluding figures and references.
2. Form: The first page should contain the title of the article,
authors’ first names (one first name of each author in full spelling)
and surnames, affiliation, name and address (including phone,
fax and e-mail) of corresponding author.
The manuscript (excluding mini-reviews!) should be organized
as follows: Abstract, Keywords (5–6), Introduction, Materials and
methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, References,
Legends to illustrations.
The mini-reviews should be organized as follows: Summary, Key words
(5–6), Introduction, Main chapters (headlines for every chapter),
Conclusions, Acknowledgements, References, Legends to illustrations.
Special note for short communications: Length: 6 pages including
references, in addition one table and one figure (alternatively two
figures or two tables are allowed).

Do not capitalize title, authors’ names or any headings. Headings
and subheadings should be printed in bold. Italics should be used
only for names of species and genes. No italics for other Latin
expressions (e.g. in situ, in vivo, etc.).
3. Abbreviations must be kept to the minimum and should be explained
in full spelling in parentheses when used for the first time.
4. Footnotes must be avoided.
5. Illustrations: The maximum type area is 18 cm width and
24 cm height. Figures should be designed to fit either one-column
size (8.8 cm) or two-columns size (18 cm) in width. Figures must be
ready for reproduction with clear lettering in suitable size. Color figures
can be printed only if part of the costs are covered by the author
(350 EUR for the first color figure, and 250 EUR for every following color
figure).
In exceptional cases color figure fees may be waived at the editor’s
discretion.
6. New nucleotide or amino acid sequences to be published must be
deposited at a standard data base (e.g. GenBank or others) and the
accession number must be mentioned in the text.
7. References should be quoted in the text by author’s name and
by year. If there is more than one article by the same author(s)
per year use a and b after the year of publication.
For two authors, both should be named (Smith and Miller, 1999);
for more than two authors, use first author’s name followed by et al.
The list of references should be given in alphabetical order.
References to unpublished data, manuscripts in preparation,
manuscripts submitted or personal communications should be made
parenthetically in the text and not included in the list of references.
Examples for the style to be used for the list of references are given below.
Zaharik, M.L., Gruenheid, S., Perrin, A.J., Finlay, B.B., 2002. Delivery
of dangerous goods: Type III secretion in enteric pathogens. Int. J.
Med. Microbiol. 291, 593–603.
Strunk Jr., W., White, E.B., 1979. The Elements of Style, third ed.
Macmillan, New York.
Mettam, G.R., Adams, L.B., 1999. How to prepare an electronic version
of your article. In: Jones, B.S., Smith, R.Z. (Eds.), Introduction to the
Electronic Age. E-Publishing Inc., New York, pp. 281–304.
Copyright
Once a paper is accepted, authors will be asked to transfer copyright
(for more information on copyright, see http://www.elsevier.com/
authorsrights). A form facilitating transfer of copyright will be provided
after acceptance. If material from other copyrighted works is included,
the author(s) must obtain written permission from the copyright owners
and credit the source(s) in the article.
Funding body agreements and policies
Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to allow
authors whose articles appear in journals published by Elsevier, to
comply with potential manuscript archiving requirements as specified
as conditions of their grant awards. To learn more about existing
agreements and policies please visit http://www.elsevier.com/
fundingbodies.
Proofs
Proofs will be sent to the author. To avoid delay in publication, proofs
should be returned promptly. No alterations should be made other
than those needed to correct typographical errors. Costs for extensive
additional alterations will be charged to the authors.
Reprints
The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF
file of the article via e-mail. The PDF file is a watermarked version of
the published article and includes a cover sheet with the journal cover
image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions of use.
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